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Lift High the Cross! 

 

Clive and Simon onward go 
Forward through this land of woe 
Lift high the cross, proclaim the word 
May it now by all be heard 
The word that tells the Saviours love 
For all on earth and heaven above 
Lord of all to Thee we raise 
Songs of thankfulness and praise 

Sylvia Chandler 
 
The photo was taken by Sylvia Chandler’s 
daughter-in-law, Sarah on the occasion of 
the internment of John Chandler’s ashes. It 
was clearly a breezy day, and Sylvia thought 
it made Clive Paine and Simon Harvey look 
like two intrepid medieval saints out to 
convert the heathen. OK, Simon’s tablet 
doesn’t look particularly medieval, but you 
see what she means!  

 
 
 
 
 
St Mary’s on Facebook! 
 

 
 
If you are feeling a bit less intrepid than 
Simon and Clive, why not head to St Mary’s 
Facebook page?  
 
It’s ideal for armchair evangelists! You hit 
‘follow’ and, in true Facebook style, the site 
offers you a list of your friends that you may 
wish to invite as well!  
 
By all means do that, but Facebook makes 
for an ideal way for us to let people know 
what’s happening, and to keep up to date 
with all the latest news! 
 
One piece that caught my eye was the image 
which I reproduce on the next page, of Simon 
looking surprisingly calm next to a 
reincarnated Mary Tudor, sister of Henry VIII 
and Duchess of Suffolk. 
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She doesn’t too bad when you consider that 
she died on 25th June, 1533!  
 
She appeared in St Mary’s on 5th December. 
Isn’t it nice when these royal princesses just 
drop in without too much pomp and 
circumstance! 
 
Chaplain in the Workplace  
 
The Trustees of Chaplain in the Workplace 
met last week to review the proposed closure 
of this ministry. 
 
It was decided to delay closing this valuable 
work down until 1 March 2020, 
in the hope that a new chaplain would be 
found. 
 
The Trustees would be grateful if each 
church would continue to inform 
their congregations of this vacancy. 

 
Victor Jack (Chairman) 

 
C of E’s Environment Group calls for 
greater church action on Climate Change 
  
The Church of England’s Environmental 
Advisory Group has called for all parts of the 
Church to recognise the Climate Crisis and 
step up its action to safeguard God’s 
creation.  
 
In guidance sent to bishops, dioceses and 
church leadership teams, the Environmental 
Working Group (EWG) points to the 

ambitious programme of action required, 
covering everything from the Church’s 
buildings to its investment assets. 
 
The paper also highlights future mission 
challenges including a need for churches to 
be ready to provide sanctuary for those 
affected by extreme weather events in this 
country and beyond as the impact of climate 
change accelerates. 
 
With work already underway to develop a 
carbon footprint tool and local energy audits 
for churches, schools and houses, the EWG 
says the assessment of our carbon footprint 
must extend to all areas within the overall 
Church of England portfolio such as 
investment holdings in farming and forestry. 
 
Several areas of focus for 2020 have been 
identified, including a Lent Campaign on the 
Environment backed by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury and plans for events surrounding 
COP 26, the UN climate change summit, in 
Glasgow. Climate change and the 
environment will also be a central part of the 
Lambeth2020 Conference which brings 
together bishops from the global Anglican 
Communion. 
 
Humorous View 

 
 

February View 
 

Could I ask for copy for next month by 4pm 
on Tues 14th January, please? Many 
thanks! Nigel 



Mission Focus 
 
 
 
God has been very gracious to us over the 
past months and we have received many 
blessings. 
 
Although the number of guests at the twice 
weekly sessions remain constant, we see 
new guests registering with us on a regular 
basis. 
 
The Council Rough Sleeper Team work hard 
to keep people from Rough / Street sleeping 
and we have seen a reduction in numbers 
since last year. 
 
As of this week, the Severe Weather 
Emergency Provision (SWEP) has been 
activated as temperatures dropped below 
zero. This means that anyone sleeping rough 
has only to report to the Council and be 
assured of a bed that same night. 
  
We have begun co-operation with The Bury 
Rickshaw in distributing surplus food 
to those in need in the town. Bury Rickshaw 
collects from Greggs, Muffin Break, Tesco 
and Woosters Bakery and then delivers 
much of this produce to The Best Before 
Project. It is good to have such positive 
cooperation between charities. 
  
We are grateful for the support of the 
agencies who visit us week by week and 
we extend our gratitude to them all for 
their ongoing support. 
 
Last week we welcomed again the 
Community Dental Service with their mobile 
clinic that parks down the road from the Drop 
In. They are able to offer vital oral health 
checks and treatment to some of the most 
vulnerable in our community. 
 
Also visiting us again was the Terrence 
Higgins Trust who offered HIV and other 
tests to any guests who wanted them. This is 
also a very much needed service. 

  
We have delightful news to share. A couple 
of our guests, who are together, have just 
given birth to twin boys. We have been 
amazed and delighted by the 
support received from many donors for the 
needs of this instant family. Congratulations! 
The twin boys are in Addenbrookes for a 
while following the birth. 
  
In September we set out on a new path by 
opening a subsidiary session. On Tuesdays 
'Table 1' meets at the United Reformed 
Church in Whiting Street for what has 
become a Lunch Club. Between 15 - 18 
guests, who no longer have the need for the 
services on offer at the Drop In, now meet 
once a week together, under the guidance of 
the Drop In volunteers and with 
the partnership of Realise Futures. They 
prepare and cook their own meals and 
support each other. There will be opportunity 
for training and development courses over 
the coming weeks including a Creative 
Writing program designed and run by 
the Theatre Royal which will be based 
around Ickworth House. 
  
We offer heartfelt thanks to all the dedicated 
volunteers who give so much of their 
time, energy and prayers to support the 
guests and to the wider level of supporters 
who pray for us and donate to the work.  
  
Thank you. 
 

 
David Bonnett, Chairman 

 
 


